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1. BACKGROUND 
 

Energy is a key input to the Region’s economy, with our future growth dependent upon 

equitable availability and access to more sustainable energy services. While our Member 

States are endowed with significant natural and human resources, energy production 

and consumption in most cases lack efficiency.  

Power generation and energy consumption are closely linked to economic development 

of any country, as major sectors of economy depend upon the availability of energy 

resources. However, inadequate and unreliable electricity infrastructure and heavy 

dependence on imported fossil fuels continue to constrain our economic development.  

The energy security challenges of Caribbean countries, linked to their disproportionate 

dependence on imported fossil fuels are well known and articulated, especially in the 

context of their status as Small Island Development States (SIDS).  

It is recognized that the solution to many of our sustainable development challenges of 

our Region is through access to clean, affordable and reliable energy services which is 

fundamental to reducing poverty and improving health, increasing productivity, 

enhancing competitiveness and promoting economic growth. In this regard, 

development of renewable energy resources coupled with efforts to improve efficiency 

and reduce costs is one of the most efficient and effective solutions for CARICOM 

countries.  

All CARICOM member countries have acknowledged the importance of increasing 

energy security and have developed a regional energy policy and, in some instances, 

national energy policies with targets for renewable energies and energy efficiency. At the 

Regional level, Member States adopted the CARICOM Energy Policy in 2013 that, inter 

alia, promotes a shift to sustainable energy through increased use of renewable energy 

sources and improvements in energy efficiency. Complementary to this, the Caribbean 

Sustainable Energy Roadmap and Strategy (C-SERMS), provides the basis for a targeted 

approach to advancing sustainable energy development under the regional policy. 

 There has been active engagement with energy sector stakeholders within a regional 

integrated planning (and information sharing) framework that is geared to supporting 

coordinated actions toward the C-SERMS objectives and targets.  Furthermore, the 

Regional strategy on Energy is anchored within the Five Year Strategic Plan of the 

Caribbean Community (2015-2019), in which energy has been identified as a cross 

cutting theme that is expected to contribute to the building of economic, social and 

environmental (including climate) resilience within the Community. 
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CARICOM Energy Week (CEW) was first established in 2011, as an annual event, 

through a mandate from CARICOM Energy Ministers to address the need for increased 

awareness on energy matters, given the critical importance of energy to the economic 

development of the region. Since its inception, the CEW has been consistently staged 

within CARICOM Member States as a series of concurrent National Energy Weeks 

during the second week of November.  

Following a decision to shift from the CEW to an observance of November as CARICOM 

Energy Month (CEM) in 2016, CEM is being staged for its second year in 2017. 

CARICOM Energy Month is a celebration of the significant strides that have been made 

within the CARICOM Region in our transition to a sustainable energy pathway. The 

ultimate goal is to achieve long-term, lasting behavioral changes. It is intended to 

engage a wide cross section of society and stakeholders, to ensure that individuals and 

organizations understand the impacts of, and take action to respond to critical energy 

issues. 

CARICOM Energy Month is a collaborative initiative of the CARICOM Secretariat, 

Member States, Regional institutions and development partners engaged in joint 

advocacy and committed to addressing key energy issues and promoting cooperation 

based on common interests and needs within the Community. 

2. OBJECTIVES 
 

CARICOM Energy Month aims to hone the effectiveness of national efforts through 

enhanced coordination at the Regional level. Within Member States, events and 

activities will be planned to highlight the efforts of Governments in their transition 

towards sustainable energy; and build awareness on energy issues that are of 

significance in their respective countries. 

CARICOM Energy Month is specifically designed to: 

1. Increase public awareness of sustainable energy and development issues and to 

foster support for solutions; 

2. Educate the public and other identified target groups in order to increase 

knowledge and encourage behavioral changes; and 

3. Coordinate with Member States as well as other public and private entities to 

maximize the visibility of CARICOM Energy and it efforts 

For 2017, CARICOM Energy Month will be held across the Region under the theme 

“REthinking Energy”. The theme requires Member States to examine the role of 

renewable energy in their sustainable energy transition while also focusing on the 

importance of efficient use of energy as a fundamental principle of renewable energy 
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utilization. Recognizing that energy plays a pivotal role in all dimensions of sustainable 

development,  for CEM 2017, it is intended that that Member States  will promote 

awareness and build an understanding on four focus areas which have strong linkages to 

sustainable energy use viz; Economic and Social Advancement; Climate Change; Energy 

Poverty and Access; and Gender Mainstreaming. 

For the citizens of the Region, an energy system that is built on the efficient use of 

domestic renewable energy sources can provide extensive benefits which ultimately 

contribute to improved social and economic outcomes. The benefits attributed to 

sustainable energy development range from localized benefits such as energy 

affordability, improved health and enhanced education; to sectoral benefits such as 

industrial productivity, improved asset values and reduced environmental degradation; 

as well as macro level outcomes such as energy security, national competitiveness 

poverty alleviation and climate change mitigation. 

As members of a Community of Small-Island and Low-Lying Coastal Developing States, 

the reality of climate change is upon us, especially given that our Region is the most 

prone to natural disasters globally. Two years after the historic climate agreement in 

Paris, CARICOM countries have joint forces with other SIDS in the global effort to limit 

the rise of global temperature to 1.5 degrees Celsius. As our countries develop, our 

reliance on fossil fuels to meet electricity and transport demands has also increased. In 

this regard, renewable energy coupled with energy efficiency offers an immediate means 

to decarbonize our energy mix and deliver emissions reductions necessary for successful 

climate action. 

Within the Region, many people do not have access to energy in the quantity and form 

they need to satisfy their basic household and productivity needs, and so remain in 

poverty. In particular, problems with access to energy are greatest in the rural areas 

where electrical power is insufficient. While most CARICOM members have relatively 

high rates of electricity access, countries like Belize, Guyana, Haiti, and Suriname face 

enormous challenges related to rural electrification and/or energy poverty. In addition, 

some states face low quality of service and a few show significant unmet demand, which 

is further exacerbated by deteriorating infrastructure and technical losses. Increased 

access to energy therefore provides the gateway to improved quality of life and well-

being for our citizens. 

Energy access is also linked to empowerment of women especially in poorer 

communities. It is widely recognized that vast gender inequalities exist as it relates to 

energy use. In the energy sector, the gender dimensions of access to services, exposure 

to risks, and access to benefits are being increasingly recognized as important elements 

to be considered for effective policy making and project design. This translates into 
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integrating gender considerations into energy sector operations to improve gender 

equity in participation, benefits and opportunities. 

By including the focus areas in the discourse, the expectation is that participants in CEM 

2017 will be provided with a holistic overview of the contribution of energy in 

addressing the Region’s sustainable development challenges. 

3. SCOPE 
 

The goal of CEM is to contribute to improved awareness regarding sustainability of 

energy sector development in CARICOM through regional cooperation amongst all 

actors. As such, CARICOM Energy Month 2017 is expected to build on the success of the 

first staging of CARICOM Energy Month in 2016 and five editions of CARICOM Energy 

Week, held from 2011 to 2015.  

The activities and events which will be staged, will provide an opportunity to raise 

awareness in relation to energy matters in Member States whilst simultaneously 

addressing, in a deliberate way, some of the critical energy issues that continue to limit 

sustainable energy use and the concomitant economic development of the region.  

As such, CEM will be undertaken through a coordinated approach featuring a Regional 

component managed by the CARICOM Energy Unit and a National component 

managed by Member States undertaking specific education and outreach activities.   

CEM is intended to utilize a mix of awareness building and knowledge creation to 

increase the general participation in the regional energy sector. Regional events and 

activities will be planned with direct input from the Member States and other partners, 

and will provide the platform on which country specific events and activities will be 

layered. Within Member States, events and activities will be planned with focus on the 

special interests and realities of their communities. 

Taking into account the varied interests and energy sector developments across the 

Region, it is recognized that  the promotion of a Regional Energy Awareness Event such 

as CEM, requires strong coordination and planning, an effective communication plan, 

and the reliable and dedicated commitment among Members States. 
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4. CARICOM ENERGY MONTH EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES 
 

The activities of the 2017 CARICOM Energy Month will be executed at three levels:  

1. Regional Events and Activities 

2. National Events and Activities 

3. Events and Activities at the Headquarters of the CARICOM Secretariat 

 

4.1. Regional Events and Activities 

 

The celebration of CARICOM Energy Month provides the Region with an opportunity to 

reflect on the uses of energy in sustainable development efforts and to develop strategies 

for promoting its efficient and sustainable use.  

A number of regional events and activities will be organized, planned and executed by 

CARICOM Energy® with support from Regional Energy Stakeholders and Development 

Partners to promote innovative and forward-thinking efforts in renewable energy and 

energy efficiency in addressing sustainable development challenges in our Region. 

It is expected that these Regional events and activities will generate significant 

immediate and long-term economic and social benefits to Member States by attracting 

significant numbers of participants and generating significant media coverage as well as 

political interest to support sustainable energy development nationally and within the 

Region. 

 

Table 1: Regional Events 

Event Proposed Date* 

Launch of CARICOM Energy Month October 30 

Caribbean Forum on Electricity Regulation November 7-8 

Energy Transition Workshop  November 14-15 

Energy Kilo-Walk November 25 

*Confirmed dates will be communicated via an updated proposal 
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Table 2: Regional Activities 

 

Activity Date 

Youth Essay Competition November 1- 30 

Young Energy Artist Competition November 1- 30 

Launch of the Energy Personality Award November 1- 30 

*Details of Proposed Competitions will be communicated 

 

 

4.2 National Events and Activities 
 

To complement the regional events and activities, Member States will host national 

events and activities. These will vary from country to country and include, inter alia: 

High-Level Panel Discussions in which government officials speak on country-specific 

energy matters; site visits, energy exhibitions and fairs; energy tips on radio; 

engagements – such as Forums – with schools; and energy related competitions. 

At a national level, CEM presents an opportunity for Member States to take into account 

country-specific circumstances. The national events and activities are expected to focus 

the attention of the country on local matters with which they are familiar and will 

compliment and boost participation in the regional activities. The Energy Unit of the 

CARICOM Secretariat will coordinate with Member States and international 

development partners to plan and support the execution of national events and 

activities. 

Details for the National Events and Activities are shown at Annex I. 
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4.3 Events and Activities at the CARICOM Secretariat Headquarters 
 

The overall success of CARICOM Energy Month depends on the co-operation and 

involvement of all stakeholders including the CARICOM Secretariat Staff.   

CARICOM Energy Month provides an opportunity to improve staff engagement on the 

topic of energy and provide updates on the efforts of the CARICOM Energy Unit in 

particular addressing energy efficiency in buildings. This engagement is expected to 

encourage and motivate staff to save energy and promote a culture of energy efficiency 

in their daily operations. This will ensure long-term benefits for staff, the organization 

and the Community by extension. 

Ideally, energy awareness and cultural change should complement other elements of 

good practice as part of an integrated approach to energy management.  In particular, 

the CARICOM Building Energy Efficiency Program (BEEP) which has been in operation 

since December 2014 is based on energy management principles and has resulted in 

significant energy savings. Updates and the role of staff in this project are expected to be 

communicated during CEM 2017.   
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*Dates are tentative 
 

 

 

November 2017        

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

29           30 

 
Launch of 

CEM (Haiti) 

31 1 2 3 4 

       

5 6 7 

Forum on 

Electricity 

Regulation 

8 

Forum on 

Electricity 

Regulation 

9 10 11 

              

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

  
Energy Transition 

Workshop 

Energy Transition 

Workshop 
   

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

      Energy Kilo-

Walk 

26 27 28 29 30 1 2 

       

3 4 NOTE: 
Essay Competition and Young Energy Artist Competition held from November 1- 30 

  
    

CARICOM Energy Month 2017         

Calendar of Events (Regional) 
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Annex I: Proposed National Events and Activities  
 

Member State Proposed Events and Activities 

Antigua and 
Barbuda 

Kilo-Walk to launch Antigua and Barbuda Energy Month 

Open Energy Talk on the radio by Energy Ministry staff 

Digital vignettes featuring energy stakeholders and agencies speaking about 
their organizations and role within the energy sector to be broadcasted 
throughout the month 
Electric Vehicle Awareness Day and campaign in partnership with local EV 
dealers  
Discussion on Energy Topics broadcasted via Facebook Live using the 
Ministry of Energy’s Platform. Each agency will speak on topics relevant to 
them. 

Belize  

Video Competition:  “Energy in 60 seconds” 

Photography Competition:" Power Through Your Lens" 

Independent Talks  

Presentations at Primary Schools  

One day workshop for Teachers 

Sale of energy-related goods (e.g. light bulbs, solar panels, energy-efficient 
appliances) 

Creating an awareness campaign guide for the Government of Belize 

Two-Day Training Course in Basic Energy Training and Energy 
Management Planning 

School Tours 

Energy Awareness Fair 

Energy Forum 

Reward energy-efficient behaviours and habits to engage employees in 
developing a culture of energy efficiency 

Public consultation 

Dominica 

Interactive Media Discussion 

Distribution of Banners, Flyers and Posters and other Media presentations 

Community Meetings 

Energy Seminar: Development of a SMART electricity grid in Dominica 

Grenada 

Opening Speech by Energy Minister 

School march and rally on the sister island of Carriacou 

Secondary schools energy lectures and demonstrations 

Energy Management Workshop for the public sector 

Promotion of product and services of energy stakeholders every Friday 
culminating with a large exhibition on the final Friday of the energy month 

Primary Schools Essay Competition in Grenada, Carriacou and Petite 
Martinique 
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Weekly radio programs on energy related topics 

Guyana 

School Presentations 

Printing and Distribution of Awareness Materials 

Art Competition for Secondary Schools and 2018 Calendar 

Radio and Television Advertisements 

Print Advertisements 

Lighting Change-out Project - School Prize for the Art Competition 

Haiti 

Regional Launch of CARICOM Energy Month- Mini Symposium 

Secondary and University Lectures 

Energy Workshop 

Billboard Launch 

Social Media Promotion, Print and Radio Advertisements 

Energy Competition: Secondary, Tertiary and Professional Categories 

Saint Lucia 

Public Sector SensitisationWorkshop Series Part 2: Transport 

Private Sector Energy Fair (North and South): Energy Efficiency 

High-level Panel Discussion: Renewable Energy 

“Chifonnen for Energy” (No Iron Day): Energy Conservation 

Energy Kilo-walk 2017 

Minister's Address 

School Visits 

SMS blasts, Social Media promotion, Television advertisements 

St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines 

Launch of Poster competition for Primary and Secondary students under the 
theme 'Renewable Energy: A Smart Investment for a Sustainable Future' 
Publish articles in the newspaper on 'Renewable Energy: A Smart 
Investment for a Sustainable Future' and 'Economic Independence 
Through Sustainable Energy Production' 

Partner with National Science and Technology Fair 

School visit to Vinlec's Hydro and Photovoltaic Power Plants 
Visits to Secondary and Tertiary Institutions throughout SVG to promote 
sustainability 
Launch of Solar Powered Bus Stop and Charging Station at Peace Memorial 
Hall or Massy Store (Arnos Vale) 

Trinidad and Tobago 

LED 5K/Walk 

Energy Fair 

Radio Information Segments and Advertisements 

Renewable Energy Scavenger Hunt 
 


